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Abstract

This article casts light the community of Thai “chonlakon” - literally ‘water people’ consisting of
hydrologists, hydraulic engineers, technicians, and irrigation development specialists. It is a community in
charge of the country’s development of modern irrigation and water resources management. Through the
lens of social history, the article pays attention to the development of the community of the Thai
chonlakon through the establishment of an irrigation school, its curriculum, ideological construction,
publication, and the social process of community building. The study shows that the technical
development of hydrology and the cultural construction of the hydrologists’ sense of community are laid
down alongside the country’s modernizing process. The ideological and politico-social contexts in which

the community of chonlakon is established and strengthened will also be brought into discussion.

Keywords: Chonlakon, modern irrigation development, science community, irrigation school, water

management
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